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THROUGHOUT HISTORY it is language, iogethes
with action, that has stood al the lorelront of progress
and wichony I g undeniably an influsntial and

powerlul medium of communication. Many Eberation
movements, in thelr struggle for equality, have
chalkenged sociany's views and language; amguing
both can be emally oppressive. 1 is sasy 1o overlook
the implications of our language and 1his is no maora
profound than in the animal liberafion movemant

Many common lerms and relerences we use to relar
10 animals, s innocant as they may seam, conbnua
o rednforce nogative connotalions towands tham. For
examphe, “ownee”, “Sownership™, “mastor” and “pel”
ang all taidy demoaning and encourage peopla 1o
consiger animals as proparty rather than sonten
haings. To quots Ingrid Newkdrk, Prassdent of Peopie
fov the Ethical Treatment of Animals, one of Amenca's
most nolable animal profection organisations; "As
long a3 pecple treal animals as toya, poaseasions
and commaodities, rather than as individuals with
fealings, widespraad neghect and abuse is dostmed 1o
conkinue.”

SAFE has recently jined a coalition of over 120
anlerrlice ) anvivnal probeclion ooganisasons
supporting a campasgn derived from the nolion thal
our langua,gu is Causing ncakcyulabla hafm 0 animals
Th “Thiy ane nol our propedty, we ane nol thelr
cwnierd” campaign & bong co ordinatod by US
based group in Defence of Animais. It is based on
the premise that virtually all animal abuse and
exploftation can be linked 1o the wniversal status of

animals at proparty

It e, enver vun legal sysbem regarnds avimals o
exacty thal — propearty. As the “ownes™ of a dog. lor
mstance, the law upholds your legal rght to kill the
dog 50 long as it s done hurmanddy, I your neighbour
ook the dog 10 a vel and hod it deatroyed, the kikcly o
-::hurgc would ondy e thef. Our justiop system Lals
miserably on moral or ethecal considerations for
animals. Animals with:oul “owners™ nol deemed
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PROFPERTY, WE ARE
NOT THEIR OWNERS"

‘prodected’ or ‘endangered’ have even less protection
In an unprécedeniaed case in the US, a udge
ovarhimad instnictinns laft in a will that renuestad the
owner's two horses be killed upon his death. The
“owner”, it seemad, was sparing the horsas from any
possiia panding Inhumana ireatment. The judge
rubad in favour of the horses, citing the neguest was
mare a death sentencs, which might be percaived
crual i iks own rlgh! This landmark judigarmenl gave

conseioraton o the horses over the “owner's” rights.
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ruding “In fhis Sovenisanth cantiny. Afreane bangghi
im0 the United States were bowght and sold as
chahed Duf‘ll’lg the same panod, women, onca
married, become e progersty of their busimms.
Possibly the bippest barrier to the exartion of rights
by edther group was their status as property. By
definition, this categorisasion relagated both slaves
and married woman 10 a poailicn with lew legally

cognisabhe rights.”

A= part nf a ghahal mission in changa tha status of
animals, SAFE has pladged 1o replace ‘oppressive’
lormes with words like quardian, companion, frend, or
Carstak, b Gong S0 v will halp pronmobe Thal
ammals ang indwiduals with neads, wanls and rights
Please join SAFE in supporting the “Animals — They
are not our property” campaign. It is time we
achnowiodgod humans are mone closely rodated o
non-hurman animals than we ane 1o our workdy
possassions, and they should be treated accordingly

Finally, we are delighted to ofler you another exciting
SAFE magazine crammed full of diversity, insight and
borrowr=Frow, Mlakes suie yow Check Ol Own main leaiurg
story on penabic engmaanng and why animaks pay
iz rlghus'! prici., Il you haven already ordened
some ratfie tickets lor SAFE's national fundraising
raiflg, thon now's your chanco. Theno are soma groal
prizes and if we're 1o sell all the tickels we nead you
Uintil mect edition, watch your language!
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