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What prompied you to become

an animal rights campaigner?

For saveral years before leaming of “animal
rights’ | felt a sense of imbalance — an
injustice in society that was harrifically
unjust. Sochety's apathy and iolerance io
wars, paverty, violance, social injustices,
environmental degradation, human and
animal suffering plagued me. The
foundations for a peaceful and canng world
were being overshadowed by greed and
saffishness. It was awfully deprassing.

In late 1989, | returned from two years of
fravelling overseas. An old school friend
invited me to a SAFE meeting. It was my first
introduction to people advocating for the
rights of animals. | felt an immediate affinity
with them. | promptly discoverad the axtent
animaks suffaned and tha compalling
arguments in tavour of animal rights, through
books like Peter Singer's Animal Liberafion.
The animal rights principles seamed twolokd
solutions to a troublad world. Advocating
compassion seemed logical solutions to
addressing many of the world's problems.

Many activists quickly reach ‘burn out’,
having been involved for over 10 years,
what motivates you to carry on?
Someone once compared my work 1o putting
out & warehouse fire with a glass of water!

His IR12 tax
certificate states
‘animal rights
campaigner’ and for
over a decade he has
been a driving force
behind SAFE. We
profile SAFE's
Mational Director,
Anthony Terry to
learn if it's loyaity or
lunacy that motivates
his commitment to
advocate compassion
to all beings.

As much as | would ke o think | could enjoy
drinking the water and wait for the fire 1o
bum itself out, they're right. | have seen
some of the most active campaigners fall
victim 1o their own convictions, often baing
overwhaimed by a fealing of solaton and
hopalassness,

Campaigning for animal rights is extremely
difficult and | believe it is the most ambitious
objective ever soughl. Animals ane unable 1o
challenge being oppressed and angua their
defance. Campaigners agains! ‘speciesism’
are the minodity who often feel they're
fighting a lesing battie. I've been thera, it's an
awful feeling and | can fully undarstand why
people leave the cause. Sadly, animals
desparately need our help and peophe need
to be educated about their plight. We can't
give up. Humans have created the problems
and we owe il 1o the animals to halp tham

Since working for SAFE, do you feel
you have personally changed?

| feel more enlightened and endaavour 1o
lead a lifestyle which réflects my beliafs. It
feals very satistying knowing you are nol
axploiting animals or the environment, | have
a deap respect for anyone prepared to make
sacrifices in their lilestyla to banafit othars. |
wasn't a vegelarian before joining SAFE and
didn’t think twice about buying crueity-Tnee,
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The implications of my consumer choites
ware never an issue. | approciate all life and
sal no precedents over parcular species,
races or cultures. My practical and cynical
nature helps me through the ‘deprassing
patches’ of knowing the realities of the world

As a child, were your views any

different to other children?

Mo | seemed a reguiar kid raised in
Christchurch. | do however have awtul
meamarnias of whacking white butterdlies with
a lennis rackel 10 probect my dad's vegetable
garden, enjoying fishing, keeping caged
animals and | enjoyed going to the zoo. The
conflicting care/kill messages don't halp. |
was told to be nice lo the cal yei not
discouraged 1o harm o even kil other
animals such as fish and insects. | wish
someone had encouraged me to fostar
respect towards lite, rather than harming it
during my early years.

What frustrates you the most

in your work at SAFE?

Apathy, closed-mindedness, a lack of
resourcas and funds. It's hard not 1o becoma
resentiul al paople unwilling to consider the
impact of their daity decisions in life. it's too
easy for people 1o ignore the extent animals
suffer. Our seffish attitude to e means
animals and the environmant pay the highast
prica. Continuing to improve our lilestyles
makes an enormous difference. It all comes
down to changing lifestyles and somatimes
making sacrifices.

What's your life like outside of SAFE?

| shara my life with Six rescued, well-loved
cats and Michola, my very supportive like-
minded partner. I'm a bit of 8 homebaody,
enjoy watching videos, love tha X-files, and
baing with friends. | despise rugbyienjoy
pool, hate sagafcrave liquorice and feel very
al home in Christchurch, While sometimes
hard-going, | feel my e would not be as
fulfilled if it wasn't for being involved with
SAFE — it is my lifa.

Any last words . . . advice for

would-be animal advocates?

Speaking metaphorically, grab a bucket of
water and lat's put this fire out. Some of us
may get burned but | reckon we can
extinguish the blaze. Undoubtedly there will
be smoke forcing some people to keep their
ayes shut, bul with our suppord, we can
guide them o a 'SAFE' place and see them
right!
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